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- Blasphemy: Claiming to be the Son of God. 
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Thank you for joining us in Week 1 of our investigative
series, 'Cross Examination.' This guide is designed to

help you reflect, research, and investigate further into
the case of Jesus' crucifixion. Use it individually or as a

family discussion tool.
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- Flavius Josephus (Jewish historian, c. 93 AD)

- Tacitus (Roman historian, c. 116 AD)

- Pliny the Younger (Roman governor, c. 112 AD)

- The Babylonian Talmud (Jewish commentary, c. 500 AD) 

- Lucian of Samosata (Greek satirist, c. 165 AD)

- Mara bar Serapion (philosopher, c. 73 AD)

Challenge: How does this strengthen or challenge your understanding of
His existence?
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HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: DID JESUS REALLY EXIST?HISTORICAL EVIDENCE: DID JESUS REALLY EXIST?
The following non-biblical historical sources mention Jesus and His
crucifixion. Under each source, take notes on how this evidence
strengthens the historical validity of Jesus’ life and death.
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Motives for the Crime:
- Fear - The religious leaders feared losing influence (John 11:48).
- Jealousy - Jesus' growing popularity (Mark 15:10).
- Power - The Romans and Jewish elite wanted control (Matthew 23:1-12; Matthew
21:12-13).

Reflection Question: Which suspect(s) do you think played the biggest role in Jesus
execution and why? 
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PROPHETIC FORESHADOWING
THE MESSIAHS DEATH FORETOLD
PROPHETIC FORESHADOWING
THE MESSIAHS DEATH FORETOLD
The Old Testament prophesied details of the Messiahs rejection, suffering, and
death hundreds of years before Jesus. Here are just a few examples:

- Born of a Virgin - Isaiah 7:14 -> Fulfilled in Matthew 1:22-23

- Born in Bethlehem - Micah 5:2 -> Fulfilled in Matthew 2:1-6

- Rejected by His Own People - Isaiah 53:3 -> Fulfilled in John 1:11, Luke 4:16-30

- Betrayed for 30 Pieces of Silver - Zechariah 11:12-13 -> Fulfilled in Matthew
26:14-16, 27:3-10 - Silent Before His Accusers - Isaiah 53:7 -> Fulfilled in Matthew
27:12-14

- Crucified with Criminals - Isaiah 53:12 -> Fulfilled in Luke 23:32-33

- Pierced Hands & Feet - Psalm 22:16 -> Fulfilled in John 20:25-27

- The Suffering Servant - Isaiah 53:5 -> Fulfilled in Matthew 27:26-31

Using this information, fill out the prophecy & fulfillment timeline in your
packet

Challenge: Read Isaiah 53 and compare it to the crucifixion account in Matthew
27. What stands out to you?
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THE UNSOLVED MYSTERY:
WHERE IS THE BODY?

THE UNSOLVED MYSTERY:
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Every murder case relies on a body, yet in this case, there is no
body. This raises a critical question: What happened to Jesus’ body?

Theories We Will Investigate Next Week:

- He survived and died later 

- Could He have faked His death?

- The body was stolen 

- Did His disciples steal and hide the body? 

- He resurrected 

- Is there evidence for the resurrection?

Reflection: Based on what youve seen so far, what do you think
happened to Jesus’ body?
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CRIME: Spreading False Reports of a Crucified Man Returning to Life
REWARD: 30 Silver Coins for Verified Information
STATUS: ACTIVE INVESTIGATION
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ACCOMPLICES:

Mary Magdalene – First to
report seeing Him alive.

Simon Peter & John – Entered
the empty tomb and declared
His body missing.

The Eleven (Disciples) – Known
associates, spreading rumors of
resurrection.

Over 500 Witnesses – Claim to
have seen Him alive in Galilee.
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OFFICIAL DECREE BY ORDER OF PONTIUS PILATE
All citizens and soldiers of Rome are commanded to report any sightings of these individuals.

Any person found spreading news of the so-called resurrection will face punishment.

This proclamation is sealed by the authority of Rome.
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The subject did not survive the crucifixion and was confirmed dead before removal
from the cross. The combination of scourging, crucifixion-induced asphyxiation, and blood
loss resulted in irreversible fatality.

Attempts at resuscitation would be medically impossible.
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vascular nature of the head.
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Single puncture wound through both feet, securing
to the cross.
Loss of mobility and circulation would cause
progressive tissue damage.
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Deep penetrating wound reaching the heart and
lungs.
"Blood and water" observed upon piercing – likely a
mix of pleural fluid (lungs) and pericardial effusion
(heart sac).
Confirms Jesus was already dead before the spear
thrust (no reaction, no struggle).
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Province: Judaea
Prefect: Pontius Pilatus
Case File No.: JC-0033-NZ
Document Type: Certificate of Capital Execution

Name: Yeshua (Jesus) of Nazareth
Aliases: Rabbi, King of the Jews, Messiah
Age: Approx. 33
Citizenship: Non-Roman (Galilean Jew)

Accusations: Blasphemy (Jewish law); Claiming kingship (Roman law)
Trial: Sanhedrin (religious); Final sentencing by Pontius Pilate
Verdict: Guilty
Sentence: Death by Roman crucifixion

Signs:
Ceased movement and breathing
Legs not broken (John 19:33)
Spear pierced side; blood and water flowed (John 19:34)
Death confirmed by Roman centurion (Mark 15:44–45)
Cause of Death: Asphyxiation and hypovolemic shock

BURIAL
Body Released To: Joseph of Arimathea
Tomb: New tomb in a garden near execution site
Security: Sealed and guarded under Roman authority 

STATUS: Deceased
Certified by: Pontius Pilatus, Prefect of Judaea
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WEAPONS LOGWEAPONS LOG
Using the scripture references listed below, find what
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PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCEPHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE
Attach these photos of the
weapons used in this case to
your evidence board.

Attach these photos of the
weapons used in this case to
your evidence board.



Witness 1:
Mary Magdalene
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EYEWITNESS TESTIMONIES:
“HE’S ALIVE”
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Testimony (John 20:11–18)
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Damascus
Testimony (Acts 9:3–6; 1
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Additional Notes: First recorded eyewitness to the
risen Christ; not considered a reliable witness in
1st-century Jewish courts—making her testimony
counterproductive if fabricated.
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Additional Notes: Publicly executed under Nero
around 64 AD—refused to recant resurrection
belief.
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missionary to India; early traditions record his
martyrdom.
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church. Martyred around 62 AD. Converted only
after Jesus’ death—unlikely if the resurrection was
fabricated.
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geography, many willing to die for belief in His
resurrection.
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Testament; executed in Rome for his faith.
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Factor Hallucinations Biblical Resurrection Appearances

Group Experience?

Hallucinations
are individual events. There
is no documented case of
multiple people
experiencing the same
hallucination in detail.

Jesus appeared to groups (Luke 24:36–43,
1 Cor. 15:6), including 500 at once.

Sensory Involvement?
Typically visual or
auditory, rarely interactive.

Jesus was touched (John 20:27), spoke,
and ate food (Luke 24:41–43).

State of Mind?
Hallucinations usually
occur under trauma, illness,
drugs, or grief.

Appearances happened to skeptics and
enemies (James, Paul - before conversion)
not prone to emotional delusion.

Consistency?
Hallucinations vary wildly
from person to person.

Accounts across multiple people
were coherent and consistent.

Time Frame?
Hallucinations are brief
and isolated.

Appearances occurred over 40
days in multiple locations (Acts 1:3).

PSYCH REPORTPSYCH REPORT
Several eyewitnesses claim to have seen, spoken with, touched, and eaten with
Jesus of Nazareth after His crucifixion. Skeptics have proposed that these
encounters were the result of group hallucination or mass hysteria. This report
evaluates the psychological and historical plausibility of such a theory.

Expert Conclusion:
Mass hallucinations do not account for:

The number of eyewitnesses
The physical interactions reported
The transformation of skeptics
The empty tomb

If this were a hallucination, the body would still be in the tomb.

Investigator’s Summary:
The "mass hysteria" theory is psychologically unsupported and historically improbable.
The evidence points away from hallucination and toward a real, physical event.



CASE FILE: SUSPECT BELIEFSCASE FILE: SUSPECT BELIEFS

Face 1: Karma Cycle
Belief System: Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism
What Reincarnates? Eternal soul (atman/jiva)
Why? Karma—your actions in this life determine your next life
Goal: Liberation from the cycle (moksha / mukti)
Analogy: A cosmic report card that follows you life to life

Face 2: Consciousness Flow
Belief System: Buddhism
What Reincarnates? Stream of consciousness (not a permanent soul)
Why? Desire and ignorance keep the cycle going
Goal: Escape suffering through Nirvana
Analogy: One candle lighting another—same flame, new form

Face 3: Spiritual Evolution
Belief System: New Age / Mystical
What Reincarnates? The soul or spiritual energy
Why? For growth, healing, or to complete a soul mission
Goal: Enlightenment or transcendence
Analogy: Replaying levels in a video game until you master them

Resurrection (the real story)
Belief System: Christianity
What Resurrects? The same physical body, made new by God
Why? By the power of God—not karma, works, or spiritual progress
Goal: Eternal life with God in a restored body and creation
Analogy: A dead body brought back to life—permanently












